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Iransplanted plants may be subjected to water stress soon after planting due to wind,

5 heat, cold, or a combination of these climatic factors. While these conditions can occur in any
production area, wind and large fluctuating temperatures are particularly characteristic of the
coast area. Water stress during early plant development can affect plant establishment and
may reduce yield. Avoldance of water stress can reduce the risk of crop loss. There are two
main methods to reduce water stress in transplanted crops: Reduce water loss through the
leaves by reducing transpiration or maintain adequate moisture in the root zone. This research
compared the use of a wax-based antitranspirant foliar spray (Folicote) with the use of a
polyacrylamide gel slurry (SuperSorb) applied to the root ball at transplanting on early growth

of muskmelon transplants in the field. 1
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