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Ecological environment of rural ereas in Taiwan had been seriously (hreatened by the
increasing urban sprawl. However, the related regulations and policies as guidelines
for protecting ecological environment of rural areas in Taiwan had not been
completely proposed. Therefore, it is urgent lo propose strategies for maintaining rural
areas’ natural environment and ecology to aveid the continuous environmental
degradation. ;

The study is based upon the theory of landscape ecology. By using structure, function,
and change as major principles, current issues of fandscape ecology in ruml areas of
Taiwan were discussed. To propose the appropriate strategies for protecling,
maintaining, and rebuilding rural areas’ landscape and ecology, data collection and
integration of literature review, related regulations, and policies were used in this
study. After reviewing and analyzing the related information, the study proposed
strategies for different space scales, including development strategies (avoiding and
compensating) for bigger space scale (e.g., proposing Lhe best route by using the map
of landscape unit analysis) and development strategics (shrinking and augmenting) for
smaller space scale (e.g., introducing ecological engineering method into the
constructions of riverbank, roadside, pond, etc.).

Rural landscape planning should select natural preservation areas as core areas, rural
areas as buffer zones, corridors, and development arees, This study had integrated the
planning concept of landscape ecology and useful strategies for illustrated areas. The
comprehensive ecological networks were also proposed. The study suggested that
related agencies make efforts on establishing fallows, wetlands, and subsidizing
corridor development to become ecological habitats. Also, the utmost iask is to build
up data base of local ecological resources for facilitating the further tracing and
residents’ traming to help environmental monitoring and achieve sustainable
development purpose for rural areas.
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